and the mat Fouchet test are superior to the crude iodine test still used by many, we record our findings in the hope that we may encourage their general adoption.
Material
Eighty consecutive urine specimens, sent to the laboratory in connexion with other liver function studies, were tested, as well as 10 specially selected because they were normal, contained salicylates, or had a very high concentration of bilirubin.
Methods
The urines were submitted to some or all of the following tests:-The " ictotest," mat Fouchet, HarrisonFouchet, iodine ring, Schlesinger test for urobilin, Obermayer test for indican, ferric chloride test for salicylate, and the heat test for protein. All these tests, with the exception of the first two, were carried out as described by Harrison (1947) , and because of the known instability of bilirubin in urine (Klatskin and Bungards, 1953) all were performed as soon as possible on the day the specimens were received. Positive results were assessed on a rough quantitative basis, being graded as strong, moderate, or weak; doubtful positives were recorded as such. Ease of assessment and especial difficulties were also noted.
The The manufacturers state that either surface of the "ictotest " mat may be used. We found that using the original upper and lower surfaces of mats after splitting them in the horizontal plane in no way reduced the sensitivity of the test. Having performed many tests in parallel the use of half-mats was adopted for the remainder of the trial. Attempts were made to find an alternative to the "ictotest " mat. Asbestos filter pads, filter paper of various grades, cellulose wadding, and the Franklin barium chloride-impregnated plaster of paris tablet (Franklin, 1949) were tried, but all except the last were found inferior to the " ictotest " mat. The Franklin tablet was found slightly less efficient in adsorbing bilirubin on to the surface, but the smooth, pure white background was found advantageous when reading the result. 
